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2026 Portland City Council Elections Questionnaire

Thank you for taking the time to fill out United for Portland’s candidate questionnaire. Any candidate seeking our endorsement or support must fill out this questionnaire. All responses will be made public on our website.

Please return this questionnaire via email to doug@moorestrategicconsulting.com. Please return it as a Microsoft Word document or as a PDF file by 8/15/26.

All questions are open-ended, and an opportunity to tell us about your thoughts on key issues facing our city, as well as discuss your leadership style. This will be shared on our website, and we ask that you take the time to tell us what you really think and what voters should know about you. There are no right answers to these questions, and we don’t want you simply telling us what you think we want to hear.

If you need further information about the questionnaire, please call United for Portland Executive Director Doug Moore at 503-729-5175 or email doug@moorestrategicconsulting.com.
	Candidate Name:
	

	Campaign Contact:
	

	Phone #: 

	Email:
	


Candidate Signature:                                       (can be electronic or signed).  



1. Do you want United for Portland’s endorsement and support?

2. At the same time Trump’s inflation is hurting Portlander’s pocketbooks, the City Council is raising fees significantly, thereby increasing the cost of living in Portland even further. Similarly, there is a seeming addiction to using the City’s decreasing reserves to preserve or bolster existing programs. What will you do to protect against fee and tax increases, and how will you get Portland’s budget under control?

3. With a significant budget deficit this year, the Participatory Budgeting Charter Amendment looks likely to further damage the City’s bottom line by siphoning $16M from the City’s General Fund. Do you support this measure? If this passes, what would you cut and how would you align Portland’s taxing and spending with our city’s needs and values?

4. What’s your approach to ending unsheltered homelessness in Portland?


5. According to the State of the Economy report authored by EcoNorthwest, for the second consecutive year, Portland is ranked 80th out of 81 U.S. markets for overall real estate investment and development prospects in the Urban Land Institute Emerging Trends in Real Estate® report. What will you do to change this dynamic to both help make Portland more affordable and ensure housing sufficient to meet future needs? 

6. When you think of public safety, what role do you believe the police should have? What do you think about the Portland Enhanced Community Safety Initiative to increase the number of police? What will you do to ensure public safety for all Portlanders as a member of the city council? 

7. 50% of the City’s revenue comes from business taxes and is the primary driver in the City’s revenue decline and the challenges facing funding our core services. How would you work to re-start Portland’s economic engine and primary source of general funds, and what would you do to ensure it is strong for the future? 

8. The first two years of the new City Council have been marked by unnecessary partisanship, conflict, and disagreement, with little action taken to address the major problems facing Portlanders. Tell us about your leadership style. How will you work to both end the conflict and advance actual policy-making?

9. While Portland’s recent charter reform introduced several positive efficiencies – such as creating a city administrator function and establishing electoral districts – it still has meaningful flaws, including empowering small, unrepresented voting blocs and leaving the City Council vulnerable to conflict and gridlock. In many ways, the system may reinforce the very challenges it was designed to address. Would you support additional charter reforms to address these challenges and improve how the city governs, and if so, what changes would you propose?

10. The Moda Center is a significant driver of our local economy through events, concerts, and sport. However, it is 31-years-old, and the city-owned facility is in serious need of updating. Do you support using city funds to update the Moda Center? Why or why not?

11. Please describe how you envision working on housing policy for the City of Portland. Specifically, how do you intend to create, support, and change housing policies to meet the spectrum of housing needs in Portland? When developing housing policy, who do you plan on engaging with, and how will you involve them?  

12. Is there an issue, topic, or policy we didn’t ask about, but is very important to you? If so, feel free to ask and answer your own question(s).
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