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2026 Endorsement Questionnaire for Multnomah County Commission

Thank you for taking the time to fill out United for Portland’s candidate questionnaire. Any candidate seeking our endorsement or support must fill out this questionnaire. Our Board of Directors will use the responses during our decision-making process. 

The endorsement process is conducted confidentially. All responses to questionnaires and any information given during an interview about issue positions or about specific campaign plans are held in confidence until after the election is over.

Please return this questionnaire via email to doug@moorestrategicconsulting.com. Please return it as a Microsoft Word document or as a PDF file by August 15, 2026.

Please be thorough with your answers, as you may not have a chance to discuss your answers during an interview. All answers are considered of equal importance. 

If you need further information about any of the items covered in the questionnaire, please give United for Portland Executive Director Doug Moore a call at 503-729-5175 or email doug@moorestrategicconsulting.com.
	Candidate Name:
	

	Campaign Contact:
	

	Phone # to schedule interview: 

	Email:
	


Candidate Signature:    (can be electronic or signed at interview).  



1. Do you want United for Portland’s endorsement and support?

2. For years, voters have identified homelessness as their number one priority, with DHM’s recent poll showing it remains as the number one concern for voters. This isn’t a new problem. Indeed, local and state governments have declared emergencies going back as far as 2016. Voters have also previously supported tax increases to address the problem. And yet, the problem remains – and continues to get worse. Why do you think the problem continues to get worse in Multnomah County? If elected, how will you effectively address voters’ number one priority?

3. The Homeless Services Department has struggled to effectively address homelessness in Multnomah County, while having significant resources. In addition, the Multnomah County Auditor found serious difficulties with transparency and communication. Given voters’ lack of trust in local government, please describe your commitment to transparent governance and holding county government accountable. Further, please describe your approach both to overseeing this critical office, and ensuring it is effectively addressing the homelessness crisis in a timely, transparent manner. 

4. According to the State of the Economy report authored by EcoNorthwest, for the second consecutive year, Portland is ranked 80th out of 81 U.S. markets for overall real estate investment and development prospects in the Urban Land Institute Emerging Trends in Real Estate® report. There are many barriers to creating the housing we need to support the residents of the county and region. Which regional approaches do you think align with the county charter that you would pursue for the creation of housing we need for the present and future?

5. Our community faces serious mental health and addiction challenges. Voters have repeatedly indicated that addressing this crisis is a top priority, yet the problem continues to get worse. How would you grade the county’s current work in this area, and what would you do differently?

6. The County plays a key role in public safety, with budget responsibility for the jail and District Attorney’s office. What role can county government play in creating safe, livable communities and what would you do as a County Commissioner to address public safety concerns in Multnomah County? Will you commit to ensure the Multnomah County Sheriff’s Office has the necessary budget so that bookings are available 24 hours per day?

7. Preschool for All was passed in 2020 to ensure that every 3- and 4-year-old child in Multnomah County could attend preschool for free within a decade. Recently, an article by the Willamette Week raises serious questions about the number of seats needed. Demographic analysis suggests that the program is set to create far more seats than needed. What will you do to right size this program? Do you support indexing Preschool for All to inflation? What will you do as a County Commissioner to make this program successful and accountable without increasing the tax rate? 

8. Over the past four years, County government has vastly underspent collected tax dollars in both Preschool for All and Multnomah County’s share of the Metro homeless services tax dollars, damaging trust in local government. How do you plan to engage with stakeholders and what steps will you take to restore trust in our county government? How will you hold county government accountable and ensure our tax dollars are spent effectively and efficiently? 

9. While Trump’s inflation is already hurting our pocketbooks and the Portland City Council continuing to raise fees significantly, thereby increasing the cost of living in Multnomah County even further. Voters indicate they are growing increasingly concerned about the high cost of living; indeed, the 2026 State of the Economy report conducted by EcoNorthwest showed that high taxes and housing are key drivers of the high cost of living in Multnomah County, are costing us residents, and driving our tax base down. How will you arrest this so-called doom loop, and what will you do to ensure that our Multnomah County residents receive the best value of services for our tax dollars?

10. The Moda Center is a significant driver of our local economy through events, concerts, and sport. However, it is 31-years-old, and the city-owned facility is in serious need of updating. Do you support using county funds to update the Moda Center? Why or why not?

11. Please describe how you envision working on housing policy for Multnomah County. Specifically, how do you intend to create, support, and change housing policies to meet the spectrum of housing needs in Multnomah County? When developing housing policy, who do you plan on engaging with, and how will you involve them?

12. Is there an issue, topic, or policy we didn’t ask about, but is very important to you? If so, feel free to ask and answer your own question(s).  
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